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his manly spirit and his love of arms, horses, and military
exercises. At the same time she knew that strength and valour
alone would not enable him to achieve success in that military
career for which almost from his very ciadle he showed such
a strong inclination, and from the time he was nine years old
she sought everywheie for the best tutors for him, being
determined to make him a man fitted to command aimies and
rule a state. '

His mother, howevei, died when he was still only eleven
years old, and, in accordance with her will, Jacopo Salviati
became his guardian, and under the caie of Salviati and his
wife Lucrezia Giovanni remained until he was seventeen The
charge was not an easy one, for even as quite a little boy he
would never obey any one but his mother, so that when she
died there was no one who could control him; but in tune
Lucrezia gained great influence over him, and he always held
her in much respect. The Salviati lived in a palace in the
Corso in Florence notable as being that in which had lived in
the thirteenth century Folco Poitinan, the father of Dante's
Beatrice, and which the Salviati when it became theirs had
restored.1 Here Giovanni giew up, taking warmly to all
things which would fit him for a military career, but averse
to books except such as might assist that object.

Pope Alexander VI had been succeeded by Pope Julius II,
and under his auspices, when Giovanni was fourteen, the elder
branch of the Medici returned to Florence. Giovanni watched
their entry into the city, and writes that it was "a fine sight."
The government of Florence thereupon passed into the hands
of Giuliano (Due de Nemours), Lucrezia Salviatfs brother;
and a few months later, on the death of Julius II, her other
brother, Giovanni, became Pope Leo X. This changed con-
siderably the position of the Salviati, and henceforth the
young son of Catherine Sforza looked forward to obtaining
his much-desired military career through Lucrezia Salviati's
influence with her brother, the Pope.

In 1515, when Giovanni was seventeen, Leo X sent for